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CHAPTER 2
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cialization by the following wise rule. Lt be
total credits required for the A.B. degree, e, 2
had to be in each of three different fields, one of whic
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was Mathematics and Sc:ences_uﬁnﬂ, c‘;l:::lt(' French,
my first three years in language to my senior
German and even Anglo-Saxon—I came, Y

faced with the need of six credits in the science
year
group. Someone advised me that Chemistry ok, be
,soodwangaint}wnewuarympomu, and so 1
was practically forced into the field that was to become
my life work. P

I found chemistry entrancing from the very beginning,
owing to the inspiring teaching of Jas" Lewis Howe,
a graduate of Amherst College (A.B. in 1880), who
took his Ph.D. at Goettingen in 1882, He had held
the chair of chemistry at the University of Louis-
ville before coming to Washington and Lee. No praise
could be too high for the teaching of Howe, His
knowledge of the subject, his skill and enthusiasm
in unfolding it were superlative, Although I had had a
six-weeks course in so-called chemistry in high school,
I had forgotten it wholly. Chemistry came as a new,
fresh, and delightful subject. Also my three years of
college work had developed study habits so that I had
no difficulty in the first year's course which attracted
me to pursue it further, The development of the Peri-
odic System of the Elements of Mendeleeff had only
recently reached a new height through discovery of the
inert gas elements by Sir William Ramsay. I thought
and s_till think it the most wonderful of the creations of
chemistry, be it a short, compact, or a long, extended
type of table. All the tinkering can neither improve it
nor spoil it.

Howe at that time taught all the chemistry offered at
Washington and Lee—general, qualitative, argd quantita-
tve, including laboratory supervision. How he managed
research in his favorite theme, ruthenium, or to kee
up so meticulously his well-known bibliogr'aphy of :hal:
element is beyond my comprehension, His New England
Vigor and perspicacity must have been the factors, U
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e A.B, which I had received at the end of
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an M.A. degree, but under very seye, 3
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My five ye;;lrs at Washington anq s
pleasant, though some of my time mj RTe v |
profitably employed than in four yef:: gf ve bee ng‘
of Latin, and two of “Old English” (req) CreK: thry
My first year was rather Spartan. I liveq 1810-Saxon). .
(and well styled) “Blue Hotel” with ap ol:ihc Dol
dent from McMinnville, Leslie Hoodep ]er
became Mayor of Pasadena, Californiap y’f’h
board and room was only $13 per moml'l at e co of
lishment patronized by students of sma this estyp,
in the spring, Hoodenpyl could stand the ;’lcans., By
the Blue Hotel no longer and got us boarg fugality of
in a private family, which was much more sa:'nd Toom
Strangely I have but little recollection of the B;Sfa“"f!.
fare, whether good or bad. In my freshman en:;,e H 3
I must have devoured it as well as my gy dies Usiagy -
men with straitened means, like my own, wh or
per force in the Blue Hotel, were able stuacnuo o
sistants ﬂ;it;jn:: their college years. Many of lhcmoi u.;
occupied high and distinguished i 5
official life. ¢ posts in academic or
The following year my family's finances hag i
proved so that 1 was able to have room and board iy
the home of Professor Humphreys and roomed with his
brother-in-law, Ewing Sloan, a student of Engimn'u’.
later retired in Jackson, Mississippi. Across the hall
were two young law instructors who subsequently dis-
tinguished themselves—John W. Davis, Ambassador to
England, candidate for the Presidency—Head of one of
the foremost law firms in New York City, and Willian
Reynolds Vance who became Dean of the Law School |
at the University of Minnesota and later of Yale. Davis
delighted in identifying me with Tennessee mountaineers -
and good-naturedly twitted me about vaulting from
peak to peak in my native habitat. During my carlier
years in college 1 was very shy toward my elders and
superiors. I remember I was embarrassed to appoach ;
the professor, my host, to pay my board bill although I
received the money monthly from home and had cate
fully kept it intact. After three months accumulation I ‘
mustered courage to present myself with the sum due
and was received without reproach, though my foom
mate afterward told me that the groc
bills had mounted to an alarming extent. Later I pa
regularly by the month. ,  for
The following year it was no longer convenien i
the professor's family to have boarders. I moved wtook
home of a widow next door to the campus whom,ch.
students, Here I roomed with a law student from s
mond, Henry W. Anderson, who later was once ll1li p
cessful Republican candidate for the Governors p
Virginia. ; the
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I remember Anderson telling me stories
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straitened finances of some of the old Virginia families
soon after the War. One plantation owner said that he
had been reduced to herding cattle and driving hogs
but he would be damned if he would descend to trim-
ming his cuffs! Times have changed. I do not herd cattle
nor drive hogs, but confess to occasionally trimming my
cuffs, which become chafed from wearing a wrist watch,
a thing then unknown,

1n the late nineties Washington and Lee was regarded
as the second university of the South, second only to
the University of Virginia founded by Thomas Jefferson.
Lexington was the citadel of the old Confederacy. Both
Generals “Stonewall” Jackson and Robert E. Lee are
buried there—Jackson in the city cemetery, Lee in the
Memorial Chapel of the University beneath his famous
recumbent statue by the sculptor Edward V. Valentine.
Also the Washington and Lee Campus adjoins the
parade ground of the Virginia Military Institute, the
“West Point of the South.”

In my time Washington and Lee and Virginia Mili-
tary Institute, with student bodies of 200-300 each,
engaged in athletic contests with each other, football
and baseball. There were occasional fights which some-
times involved the spectators; and such terms as “Rats”
for the cadets and “Minks” for Washington and Lee
students were exchanged. In later years the antipathies
became so strong and the fights so serious that games
between the two had to be abandoned and, I believe,
have not been resumed.

Washington and Lee has grown in numbers to more
than 1000 students, With no state support its finances
are not adequate and many southern State Universities
have far passed it in enrollment and diversity of cur-
ricula. Nevertheless, maintaining its unique position
based on a noble background of precedent and tradition,
it draws a select student body from all over the country
and a surprisingly large number from states north of
the Mason and Dixon Line.

The Virginia Military Institute has also expanded and
developed engineering courses of high quality. Its con-
tribution of high ranking officers in the two European
Wars has enhanced its distinguished reputation. It is
truly the “West Point of the South.” My younger
brother, Warner E. Lind attended it for two years after
1 had left Washington and Lee,

Lexington is the county seat of Rockbridge County,
so named for the famous natural stone arch about
twelve miles distant. The town is of staunch Scotch-
Irish citizenry. In my time it had a population of some
five or six thousand. It has since more than doubled.
The Tucker family which dominated the Washington
and Lee law school for two generations strongly sup-
ported secession from the Union and defended it on
constitutional grounds.

The State of Virginia was pamed
of the British Isles, Elizabeth 1. It was colonized 1‘2
in the 17th century by English and Scotch settlers.
first colonies had a hard time becoming firmly fixed
but when they did get settled, Virginia rapidly became
foremost among the colonies along the east
border. The Virginia settlers tended to divide into two
groups due to racial and religious differences. The
Scotch-Irish Presbyterians occupied the interior counties
along the Alleghany Mountains, and Lexington was
from the beginning a strong-hold of Scotch-Irish na-
tionalists, I believe “Irish” did not indicate Irish
descent but simply the Scotch driven from home by
religious persecution who settled in the eight northern
counties of Ireland, which today adhere to Bntﬂl_ gov-
ernment rather than to that of the Irish republic.

But the “Eastern Shore” of Virginia was settled
largely by English stock, with a more worldly and
freer outlook than the Scotch-Irish. The Lee family and
that of George Washington may be regarded as typical
East Virginia families. Dancing, merry-making, an oc-
casional game of chance were not only tolerated but
actually encouraged.

How greatly the national position of Virginia was
changed by the so-called Civil War (or War of the
States) can be appreciated by comparing various seg-
ments of its political life before and since the Civil
War. Before the War Virginia had had by far the great-
est number of national Presidents; since the War not a
single one, And the latter is also true of all the other
Southern states, The many able public leaders in the
South cannot aspire to the highest office of their home-
land. Lyndon Johnson, who became President by suc-
cession, is the first. The Democratic Party has long ago
expanded beyond the South (e.g., President Kennedy
from Massachusetts) but it was not strong enough to
carry a Southerner to the White House before Johnson.

But did my education and residence in Virginia at
the shrine of Robert E. Lee and the home of Jackson
leave any permanent impression upon my outlook on
life? My prompt transfer to Boston and then to Leipzig
seemed to wipe out my prejudices and put me in bal-
ance. My loss of race prejudice is discussed in Chapter
4 and 12 and need not be mentioned here.

I am very grateful to Washington and Lee for my
years there, especially to Professor Howe for bringing
me under the influence of chemistry. If I had foreseen
this in my freshman year 1 would have devoted more
time to mathematics and physics with the hope of being
a better chemist. But that is water over the dam that
cannot be brought back,

Finally I can ask myself if today 1 would choose
Washington and Lee for myself, or more pertinently for
my grandson. Well, probably not, with no Meadors to
send one there nor Howe to complete the capture.

CHAPTER 3
MASSACHUSETTS INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY, BOSTON

When, after obtaining an A.B. degree, I finished the
two years of chemistry offered at Washington and Lee
and decided to pursue the subject further, Professor

Howe advised me to enter the Massachusetts Institute
of Technology which offered a four year course of
required studies leading to the S.B. degree. This desig-
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