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During the late summer of 1967 uavorn‘:l “p:::ma:‘:&
were Tound i and under cabinets, huo“ t',I?nnouum
hoxex i the Old Selence Building at Micle o ?uund o
State University, Shed cuticles and wobi wer (?t ke
protected wrear within and under wauch ub]g:l N, e kd
own home 1 found several specimeny hiddon : o
articles in the attio and fn rooms; one npuo.lmm‘ i
found uncer the carport und one on the front porely

LOXOSCELISM IN TENNERSER

Midef datn concerning one confirmed and & number
ol suxpected caves of Joxoscolism in Tennesseo are given
in Table 111, This table probably lists only a small pro-

portion of the total number of cases which have oe-
curred within recent years.

TanLe 111

Somi CONFIUMED AND SuspreTib CAses or
Loxoscrrism IN TENNESSEE'

No. of Reporting

Date of Dite Looation CANER Individual
July 16, 1058 Rutherford Co. 1 8. C. Garrison"
ca. Nov, 10, 1958 Middle Tenn, 1 W, E, Nance'
oa, Nov, 27, 1958 Middle Tenn, 1 W.E. Nance'
Deo. 20, 1964 Humphreys Co, 1 Patient
July 12, 1967 Dickson Co, 1 Patient
ca., July 28, 1967  Rutherford Co, 1 Patient
Aug. 15, 10687 Wilson Co, 1 R, S. Sanders
1058-1067 Middle Tenn, on. 8 §, C, Carrlson®
Summeor 1067 Eust Tenn, 1 Robert Lash®
Recent years West Tenn, Many 0, K. Smith, Jr

VThe July 16, 1088 case of Dr, 8§, C. Garrison {8 the only case in

which, to my knowledge, the offending spider was identified,
¥ Attending physician,

"W, K, Nance. 1061, Hemolytic anemia of necrotlo arachnidism.
Amer, ], Med, 311801-7,

¢ County health officer,
"I'hu: cases were seen by Dr. Garrison and two of his assoolates in
practice,

9 Medioal entomologist, Memphiy State Univ,

Dr. Gurrison’s patient, a 39 year old woman living
in a rural aren of Rutherford County, was bitten on the
back during the night of July 16, 1058, When the pa-
tient was first seen by the physician two days later
a blister 1 cm in diameter was present, surrounded by

a zone of erythema. The patient had experienced a
flushed feeling of the

face on the previous day and
complained of headache and malaise. She was slightly
hoarse. By July 19 a hemorrhagic spot was resent,
which by July 25 had developed into an ecc ymotic
area about 2 x 4 cm, The ecchymotic area was inter-
rupted by numerous small vesicles and there was @
zone of induration 3-4 cm wide surrounding this area.,
On August 8 the lesion was healing, Treatment in.
cluded seven intramuscular injections of 40 units each
of repository adrenocorticotrophic hormone given over
a period of ten days. The spider wus cuptured by the
patient and given to the ph

ysictan, It w b
identified as a penultimate female of Logosu vequently

osceles reclusa.

D;nmrnmmd

viows years in the United Stutey moy
lnvlc:-;?(::uun ,:smnn fnwtruction  concernin me
arthropods have devoted Tittle uttention o g, o
Loxoscelen, OF the widely wsed texthooky the ﬂem
only those more recently published in¢lide d‘“‘uuu,m
of uny species of the genus, There hus beey litle o
o promole widauproad wlertness to presence ot i
hrown recluse in Tennessoe,

w nocturnal habits, reclusiveness, Innocuoy,
unLl: and the small likelihood that it will b u:,,mm;
having Ditten a person have caused it to uttract y
littlo uttention, The last of these attributey hag douﬂ
loss hindered specific diagnoses in the past,

Possibly a further reports of the spider ure recetved
from varfous parts of the state, more reporty of ity
oceurrence outdoors will be received, Apparently th,
spider occurs less frequently outdoors in

MOst party of
Tennessee than it does in Arkansas and oy
Missourd, 1f this is true, it would seem that the de.

termining factors would be other than cl

imatic since
the climates of the areas in cuestion are not

eatl
different (see U.S, Department of As;rtcn.di:urei;l'lgt‘1 ,i
and Visher 1054), Possibly the spider originally spread
into Tennessee by way of domestic introductiony anq
exhibits inability to invade rapidly the outdoor habjta.
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