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was decided to examine various tissues of P. subacaulis

ABSTRACT
for the presence of psoralen.

~ Psoralen, a known inhibitor of germination and growth, has been
identified from ethanolic extracts of the roots, leaves, and flowers of
Psoralea subacaulis. This identification is based on comparison with

an authentic sample by means of paper chromatography and thin-layer 0

chromatography. \ \ 0
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INTRODUCTION

In a earlier paper, Baskin et al (in press) reported
on the isolation and identification of psoralen (Fig. 1)
from the seeds of Psoralea subacaulis T. & G. They
concluded that psoralen was probably the compound /

responsible for the inhibition of germination and root Lk
growth observed in this species, since it is known to be
a4 powerful inhibitor of these processes (Rodighiero
1954, Fowlks 1959). Since, in those plants producing
them, germination inhibitors may also occur in parts

of the plant oth ari 1949), it
p er than the seeds (Evenar ) PSORALEN
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