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INTRODUCTION

wson County, Tennessee, is a rural farming coun
G':’s::ﬂhwesteﬂ,‘ part of .the §tate. It coversgan arg
407 square ‘mnles.. placing it 12th in size among
%‘ennessec counties (Fig. 1). :

The location of the.coupty in Tennessee is not as
ggnificant as its location in the southeastern United
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Fig. 1. Location of Gibson County in Tennessee.

States. It lies midway between the Gulf of Mexico and
the Great Lakes. In fact, Medina (Fig.2), located on
the edge of the south side of the county, is exactly the
mid point between these two water bodies, and is al-
most an equal distance from the Atlantic Ocean. More
than half of the nation’s population lives within 1,000
miles of the county. Therefore, goods and especially
agricultural products are within easy reach of many of
the nation’s major markets.

After the Civil War, Gibson County began to diver-
sify its agricultural activities. By the time of World
ar 11, the county was well into the intensification of
s agriculture, Immediately after the war, truck farm-

"¢ had become established as a major part of the
dgricultural land use,

_ The following paragraph describes the situation as
"1Was at the time of the writing.

f Truck farming has been carried on in Gibson County
tzr ApProximately three-quarters of a century, and appears
8 have become established as a definite part of the
ticultural program, The increased emphasis on diversi-
Fede f Crops, the reduction in cotton land by the
se “fal Government, the establishment of a Soil Con-
- vation District by local farmers in 1940, the movement

tersmore and more people from rural areas to urban cen-
Process b coence of a class of farmers, skilled in the
the o °f Producing and marketing perishable products,
S"avgrb:v ng interest on the part of the public in the
Drogras, 7, Festival, the results of an enlarged publicity
for p::n » the establishment of local quick-freeze plants
in l't!fris:,ewm-z strawberries, and the general improvements
Talion and transportation facilities all indicate

1
.

107

trend in diversified farming areas. The trend is a back-
ward one from diversification to specialization, and
Gibson County is leading or perhaps will lead the
nation.

There are advantages as well as disadvantages to
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Fig. 2. Gibson County, Tennessee
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