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Dr. William Gershom Downs, Jr., late treasurer of
the Tennessee Academy of Science, died of a heart at-
tack January 6, 1964, in Cookeville, Tennessee. Dr.
Downs was born in Evansville, Indiana, 1897. He at-
tended public schools in that state. In 1915 he enrolled
in Vanderbilt University but joined the Army in 1917
before completing his degree. He served in the Army
until 1919 and then re-entered Vanderbilt University
where he received the D.D.S. degree in 1922. In 1926
he received the A.B. degree from Evansville College.
In 1927 he was granted the M.A. degree by Indiana
University and in 1930 was awarded the Ph.D. degree
by the University of Pennsylvania. The following year
he studied bio-statistics at Yale University as a post-
graduate student.

Dr. Downs had a long and successf
tion and research, industry,
served as instructor of an

ul career in educa-
and the armed services. He

vec _ atomy at the University of
Michigan in 1927. From 1928-30 he Was a senior in-

structor at the University of Pennsylvania. From 193(.

34 he served as associate professor of pathology at
Chicago School of Medicine; in 1934 he was gzomotgg

pathology, bacteriology, and public health,
From 1935-40 and 1950-57 he Was research cop-

sultant in industry; from 1940-41 he was director of

disaster relief for the American National Req Cross
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From 1942-50 he served as Commanding Officer of the
SHAEF Psychological Warfare School in Europe and
Chief of Social Services in Germany. After his release
from active duty, he served as an officer in the reserve
corps, retiring in 1957 as Colonel of the Army. ,
In 1957 he joined the Tennessee Polytechnic .Instltuie
as an assistant professor in biology, later being _Pm(i
moted to associate professor. While he was ass(?Cla‘:d
with the Tennessee Polytechnic Institute, he d'“'ec;a
the research of many graduate students and P“blfShe
number of articles on his own research in eXPe“men:o‘
physiology and endocrinology in some of the better P
fessional journals in his field. o
Dr. Downs was a Fellow of the AAAS, and 2 mecan
ber of the American Society of Zoologists, A-menge-
Genetic Association, National Society for Medic 5
search, and a number of other scientific organizat! a0
For many years he was active in the Tennessee AC?
of Science having served as chairman of the 200
division, chairman of the membership (:Ommmcefl
a5 2 member of the executive committee. He ‘-wpf‘”
missed by his many friends and members of his
fession.

Dr. Downs is survived

Hah?
: by his widow, Mary E S
Downs, and b

Y two sons and one daughter, &
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