STATUS OF THE BLACK BEAR IN TENNESSEE
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This paper is an attempt to bring up to date information on
the black bear (Ursus americanus americanus Pallus) in Tennes-
see. Current literature, Hamilton, (1948) and Burt and Grossen-
heider (1952), shows the bear as distributed throughout the
Unaka Range ol eastern Tennessee. The only current reports of
Kellogg (1939) also pertain to this region, especially in the
Great Smoky Mountains. Ganier (1928) states that, “black bear
are still taken in “The Wilderness,' (apparently he is referving
to Fentress County) though further south through the Cumber-
lands they are no longer to be found. In West Tennessee no
bear have been reported in recent years, and it is unlikely that
a single specimen is now living in this avea where it was originally
so abundant. Among the Great Smoky and other mountain
chains along the eastern border bear are regularly reported and
taken each season.” Caldwell ¢t al. (1947) believe that the bear
has been extirpated in West Tennessee and that a few remain in
the “gulfs” oI White and Van Buren counties. They also mention
that probably as many as 1500 are present in the Cherokee Na-
tional Forest and Great Smoky Mountain National Park. The
bear was listed by them as last known in West Tennessee in
Lauderdale County (1895), Middle Tennessee in Wayne County
(1905), East Tennessee in Gumberland County (1987), and still
found in the Unaka Range.

Lack of specilic information on the distribution of the mam-
mals of Tennessee made it necessary that the Tennessee Game
and Fish Gommission conduct a statewide wildlife survey in
order to instigate a sound game management program for the
State. Primary field work for this project was begun in Septem-
ber, 1950, and was completed approximately 15 months later.
The survey procedure which has been described by Schultz
(1952, 1954) was primarily a personal interview survey based on
acceptable sampling methods. A total of 3,560 farmers (a rela-
tive sampling error of 1.47 per cent) were sampled and personally
interviewed concerning their knowledge of the black bear and
other native [auna in the State, Conservation officers were inter-
viewed by postal questionnaire and project personnel made
svecial attempts to obtain information from “wilderness aveas”
in the Cumberland Plateau and Unaka Range. As a result of
the scarcity of the black bear in Tennessee, reports other than
actual observations of respendents are presented but these should
be considered with care, especially in regions such as West Ten-
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nessee, where the Dbear apparently has been absent [or years.
These’ hearsay reports were requested [or the respondent’s home

county.

For purposes ol study, data were tabulated on a basis of 15
farming-types (Schultz, 1954), Bear were reported as occurring

on on farms of 16 ol the 3560 respondents as follows: 12 of the 181
nes- respondents in [arnung-Lypt.-' 15 (Unaka Rn_ngc} re[_mned i)e_.y
en- on their [arms; 3 ol the B62 respondents in I_m‘umlg«type. 14
the (Valley ol East Tennessee); 1 of the 137 respondents in farming-
s of type 12 (Gumberland Plateau). These reports were from the
the following counties: Blount, 2; Carter, 1; Cocke, 3; Polk, 1;
- Scott, |: Sevier, 7. Undoubtedly the relative lack of farms in
ing the Unaka Range and Cumberland Plateau restricts greatly the
ber- reports [rom these two areas.
[Le Personal observations of bear reported by respondents who had
hat Personal observations ol be; ported by res) =nt: |
n seen them elsewhere than on their larms were; ¢ reports in
?l_Y Shelby County (1946, 1949), Shelby Forest Park: 1 in Cumber-
_alg land County (1922), vicinity of Smith Chapel; 1 in Anderson
. Gounty (1950, vicinity of Norris Dam; 2 in Scott County (1950),
ol [ in vicinity of Wintield and other unknown; 1 in Rhea County
- (1919y, vicinity ol Lorraine.
ion ' !
Na- Phe tollowing hearsay reports of Lear weve veceived  from respondents.
'he Fhe ommission of w date i the listing indicates that no date was obtained
in from the vespondent but, in general, the writer believes such  hearsay
reports arve curvent. 1 report—Anderson County, 1950, Norris Dam; |
ity report—Bledsoe County, 1950, vicinity ol Litton; 1 reports—Blount County,
till vicimity of Louisville (1 veport in 1847y, Cades Cove (I report in 1955,
Coreant Smoky Mountain National Park (2 reports); 4 reports—Garroll County,
vicinity of Hopewell Church (1 report in 1951), vicinity of Hopewell Chuych
Am- (2 reporesy, B oreports—Carler County, Laurel Tork Creek (I report in
ume 1951), vicinity of Carter (1 report), Pond Mountain (I report), Iron Moun-
- tain (1 veport), vicinity of Elk Mills (1 report); 1 oveport—Cheatham County,
n i ) ) : 2 ;
h vicinity of Ashland Cuy; 2 reports—Claibome County, Lone Mountain
S (I report in 1M7), Comberland Pleatean (I repore in 1951y | report—
cm- CGumberland County, vicinity of Big Lick (I rveport in 1946); 5 reports—
ter. Fentress County, Crooked Creek (1 repart in 1922), vieinity of Pall Mall
altz (L veport i 19313, “wilderness aren™ (1 report in 1939, Pickett Stte Park
(1 veport in 1M8), unknown (1 veport in LOA1); 1T report—Franklin County,
ol Comberland Pleatean near Sewanee: 5 reports—Greene County, vicinity of
ela- Greystone (1 report in 1949), vicinity ol Greystone (1 report in 1951),
all vicinity of Cedar Creek (1 rveport in V951), vicinity of Cedar Creck (9
) ‘ HRTL W e ) (
nd reporis): | report—Grimedy (:mu:!y, \-u‘lmly ol Altamon (1 report in 1986);
cor | repart—Ian ook County, Powell Mountain (1 report in 1951y 2 reports—
. Huywaood (hmm}', north of Hillville in Hlatchie River hottoms (I report in
Eldff 1950y, Hatchie River bottoms near 1he Tipton-Haywood County line (1 re-
as’ port in 1950 1 report—Hickman County, vicinity of Aetna (I report in
- of 1949); 1 report—Humphreys County, Blue Greek; | report— Jefferson County,

T English Mnuru:_nin: 2 reports—Johnson Gounty, four miles novth of Mountain
City (I report in 1946), Stone Mountain (1 veport): 2 veports—Knox County,
}11(1 vicinity of Fleenors Mill (1 report in 1950), vicinily of Fleenors Mill (1 re-
en- port); I repori—Lauderdale County, Fort Pillow Prison Farm (1 report in
L036); 1 report—Loudon Cou Ly, vicinity of Burtons Mill (] report in 1950);
G reports—Monroe County, Tellico Plains Wildlife Management Area; |
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repori—~Rhea County, viginity of Tron Hill (1 report in 1950); | repori—
Rogue (or Morgan) Gounty, Walden Ridge ncar Harriman (1 report in
1950); | report—Scotr County, vicinity of Novma (I veport in 1941y 2
reports—Sequatchie County, west of Carvtwright (I rveport in 1955-40), west
of Daus (1 report in 18y 8 reports—Sevier County, English  Mountain
(2 reports in 1950), Greal Smoky Mountain National Park (6 reports) 2
reports—Sullivan - Cotmty, vicinity of Indian Springs (1 veport in 1949),
Cherokee National Torvest (1 veport); 10 reports—Tipton County, vicinity
of Drummonds (1 report in 1949), north of Charvleston in Hatchie River
bottoms (1 veport in 1951), vicinity of Solo {2 reports in 1951), eight miles
east of Covinglon (2 repovts in 1961): 1 report—Unicoi County, Uinicoi Wild-
life Management Avea; | report—wWarren County, Cumberland Plateau.

Although these hearsay reports should be considered with
care, it should not be assumed that hearsay reports ol this nature
are worthless. Experience on the Tennessee survey has shown
that they are quite reliable especially when more than one report
from an ared occurs. Undoubtedly a memory bias is present in
both personal observations and hearsay reports but the abun-
dance of current reports indicates that the bear is increasing
in the state.

In an attempt to insure a complete coverage of “wilderness
areas,” interviewers contacted persons other than those on sam-
pling areas; these areas included the Cumberland Plateau,
portions of the western Highland Rim and Unaka Range. Dis-
regarding the type ol report, bear were reported in the Unaka
Range as [ollows: Carter County, Iron Mountain; Johnson
County, Gentry Creek and Taylors Valley; Polk County, Turtle-
town Creek, Big Lost Creek, Little Lost Creek, Butler Fields;
Unicoi County, Rock Creek, Martin Greek (1920), Unaka Springs.
With the exception of Martin Creek where bear were reported
as present in 1920, all reports are reports of bear during the last
few years. In the Cumberland Plateau reports were as follows:
Anderson County, Charley’s Branch: Bledsoe County, Big Brush
Creek; Campbell County, Stinking Creek (1900); TFentress
County, Brooks Creek (1982), Jim Creek; Marion County, Rac-
coon Mountain; Morgan Gounty, between Petros and Warthurg;
Pickett County, Pickett State Park; Scott County, Pine Creek
(1915), Bullalo Creck, Jellico Creek, Pickett State Park (1942);
Sequatchie County, Big Brush Creek; Warren County, High
Rock (1930). In the western Highland Rim only one hearsay
report ol bear was obtained, on Indian Creek in Wayne County.
Unless indicated the year of presence can be considered as
within a live year period preceding the survey.

A questionnaire sent to conservation officers requested that
they indicate the status ol the bear as either common, rare, or
absent in their assigned counties. In all counties except the
following 12 they were listed as absent. These 12 counties are:
Blount, common in county; Carter, Laurel Fork Wildlife Man-
agement Area; Cocke, common in county; Fentress, on Kentucky
state line near Pickett State Park; Greene, on mountains; Maury,
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west of ML Joy: Monme,l Tellico Plains Wi]dlif.c M:umgen‘wnt
Area: Polk, Ocoee Wildlile .\];!I.l:-lg'fflll'lt:.'lll Area; Sevier, common
in county; Lnicoi. l1||§'mi \'Vl‘h“lll‘: h‘l;!|1;1g6111c111 .f\reu; Van
Buren, Cane Creek Gull; Washington, Rich Mountain. W’hc.re
specilic locations are given the bear was reported as rare in
the county.

Tt is apparent [rom l‘hese data that the pr.im;lry Tennessee
range ol the black bear is the Unaka Range with the se’ct)ncl.;n')f
being the Cumberland Plateau. .-'\p].mrenL]_y the bear is fmrly
common in the Unaka Range and rare in Lhe_Cumherlaml
Plateau, With proper protection in the latter region, the bear
may again become an important constituent of the fauna of this
:‘eg'i{.n':. It is dilficult to ascertain whet,h.r:r_ or not th_e black I)e_zu'
is present in the bottoms of the Mississippi River and its
tributaries but it is not in the realm ol an impossibility.
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(Continued from Page 39)
C. 8. Shoup of the Atomie Energy Commission, and C. D. Curtis and Merlin
D. Peterson of Vanderbilt were featurved as symposium  leaders.
Attendance at the American Museum of Atomic Energy in Ouk Ridge

passed the 400,000 mark on September 8. ‘The museum was opened March
19, 1949,
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